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MARTIN LUTHER 
on 


PREDESTINA TION 


Concerning Predestination, it is best to begin below, at Christ, as 
then we both hear and find the Father; for all those that have begun at 
the top have broken their necks. I have been thoroughly plagued and 
tormented with cogitations of Predestination; I would needs know how 
God intended to deal with me, &c. But at last, God be praised! I clean 
left them; I took hold again on God’s revealed word; higher I was not 
able to bring it, for a human creature can never search out the celestial 
will of God; this God hides, for the sake of the devil, to the end the 
crafty spirit may be deceived and put to confusion. The revealed will of 
God the devil has learned from us, but God reserves his secret will to 
himself. It is sufficient for us to learn and know Christ in his humanity, 


in which the Father has revealed himself. 


From: “Table Talk” 
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Strong Meat 


The symposium on some aspects of the Re- 
formed Faith, held in Weaverville on August 
20th, was a most fruitful experience. All who 
attended went away with a deeper knowledge 
of the heritage which is ours and with a higher 
concept of the doctrines of the historic Presby- 
terian faith. 


Each speaker was exceptional in his field. Dr. 
Gordon Clark’s paper on a new look at the 
hypothesis of evolution brought a glowing trib- 
ute from a theoretical physicist (Harvard) pres- 
ent who said: “This was the finest thing of its 
kind that I have ever heard.” 


Dr. J. G. S. S. Thompson brought to the 
more than 300 present a new understanding of 
our Lord’s work in Glory while Dr. Floyd Ham- 
ilton helped many to understand something of 
the depth and preciousness of the doctrine of 
Imputation. 


Dr. William Childs Robinson spoke on the 
Tolerance and Intolerance of Calvin, showing 
something of the depth of the love and con- 
viction of that man of God to whom we Pres- 
byterians owe so much. 


The meeting was brought to a fitting close 
by an address by Dr. William E. Hill, Jr., on 
the Reformed Doctrine of the Holy Spirit in 
which all were reminded afresh of the con- 
victing, converting and comforting work of the 
third Person of the Trinity. 


It was a good day and we left with a renewed 
sense of blessing and obligation to our Lord. 

The Journal will carry all of these addresses 
in subsequent issues. 


The following ts a most important paper 
adopted by the Board of Directors of the South- 


ern Presbyterian Journal at the annual meeting 


on August 19th. It 1s hoped that this will be 
given very wide circulation and be carefully 
and prayerfully read across our church. 


—The Editors. 
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To Our Beloved Church 
An Affirmation and an Appeal 


Christians have a never-ending responsibility 
to see that the Gospel message itself shall 
neither be diluted nor changed, and they must 
be alert to see that the methods used for its 
propagation shall further that end. 


We believe that there is every cause for 
optimism in the work of God’s Kingdom when 
God’s conditions are met and the Church goes 
forward seeking for and trusting in the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit. We feel that there 
can also be a false optimism when the emphasis 
is On programs, policies and plans which look 
for their ultimate success primarily in_ the 
cleverness and activities of men. 


We furthermore believe that the basis on 
which men must work centers in the divine 
revelation we have in the Holy Scriptures and 
that any rejection or qualifying of faith in 
the complete reliability and authority of the 
Scriptures carries with it a qualifying of spiritual 
power and the ultimate rejection of that work on 
the part of God Who has given us this revela- 
tion. 


We are therefore deeply concerned over cer- 
tain conditions which now exist and certain 
trends to be found in contemporary Protestant- 
ism and developing within our own beloved 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 


First of all: Some of the teaching in many of 
our Church institutions consists in a qualified 
acceptance of the Bible. There is an alarming 
absence of that sturdy faith in and resounding 
affirmation of the Scriptures which character 
ized the Church in past generations. There 1s 
accorded to many scholars outside the bounds 
of our church a respect and an acceptance which 
their views in no way justify. It can be clearly 
demonstrated that no development of scienct 
or proven finding of scholarship has invalidated 
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one whit a single doctrine of the Christian faith. 
Nonetheless there is abroad today a scholarship 
which denies almost every cardinal element of 
truth, not on the basis of established facts but 
on the basis of intellectual presuppositions 
which have denied the faith before they have 
even examined it. 


The theological world is faced with the as- 
tounding fact that many now follow the con- 
clusions of men rather than truth revealed by 
the Holy Spirit through the prophets and apos- 
tles of God. That the human mind, untaught 
by the Holy Spirit, rejects the God of the Scrip- 
tures, the Christ of the Scriptures and the Plan 
of the Scriptures, is not to be wondered at. 
But that within the Christian Church those who 
so reject divine revelation are accorded places 
of leadership and eagerly followed is a matter 
for grave analysis and concern. 


It can be affirmed and proven that many most 
prolific in their writing on theological subjects 
today recognize no restraints of the Spirit or 
Word as they set up new systems of theology 
which deny at many vital points those essentials 
of the Christian faith which are a part of re- 
vealed truth and which have been the basis of 
the Christian witness down through the cen- 
turies. It is also a demonstrable fact that the 
opinions of these men only too often carry far 
more weight than the affirmations of the Bible. 


Having embarked on the proclamation of a 
gospel in which truths having to do with both 
the Person and Work of Christ are only too 
often minimized, it is inevitable that the em- 
phases of the Gospel are superseded by other 
emphases which are of secondary importance. 
We do not for one minute deny that there are 
clear and explicit social applications of the 
Gospel, without which one’s Christian faith im- 
mediately becomes suspect, but we do insist that 
all implementations of Christian living must 
have their origin in the Christian faith, a faith 
without meaning unless it is based on the Christ 
of the Bible. : 


Activity for Christ is often much easier than 
a personal surrender to Him. It is a lack of 
such commitment which makes so many pro- 
grams and activities within our own church 
more effective in consuming time than in glori- 
fying God. © 
It is our deep conviction that the greatest need 
in our church is an outpouring of the Holy 


Spirit on all of our endeavors, and we do not 


believe this can come so long as we hold qualified 
views about either the Bible or the Christ re- 
vealed to us in the Bible. Man’s personal ex- 
perience with Christ may begin with only a 
mustard seed of faith, but it is faith and not 
doubt which God honors. 


. For too long we have been content to invite 
men to “join the Church,” and as a result our 
rolls are filled with those who have never had 
a personal experience with the living Christ. 
Furthermore, we who are Christians have so 
often compromised our affirmations of faith 
by our personal lives that our witness has no 
effect on those about us. We all need a bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit, an empowering and 
an impelling which comes from a surrender 
of our wills, minds and lives to His leading. 


We are concerned because so many of our 
programs are no longer based upon the Word 
of God nor centered in Christ. Beginning with 
the kindergarten in our Sunday schools, there 
is an appalling unwillingness to use the time 
and opportunities for spiritual truth, secular 
inanities being substituted for the directing of 
these little hearts and minds to God through 
prayer and selected stories from the Bible. 

Our Youth programs only too often reflect 
the viewpoint that we are challenged to go out 
and change the world without the presence and 
power of the One Who came to save it. Even 
a secular work for God must be empowered by 
His Spirit. 

There is an alarming lack of originality in 
most of the programs now fostered by our 
Boards. We have available the talent and 
abilties necessary to produce the necessary ma- 


terial, but a study of much of that now flooding 


our church leads right up to a centralized group, 
largely operating in and coming out from 
the New York offices of the National Council 
of Churches. Here we find regimented, carefully 
planned and skillfully executed programs for 
Protestantism as a whole which, in many of 
their aspects, reflects the philosophies of men 
and women to whom the historic evangelical . 
concept of the Christian faith is utterly alien. 


It is our feeling that many who are receiving 
and acting upon these programs and deliverances 
are unaware of the over-all strategy back of 
them, but we are convinced that a study of 
much of the material coming down to our 
Boards and agencies from outside the bounds 
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of our church, has already had its effect and 
will eventually lead us into the era of ineffectu- 
ality so characteristic of much of Protestantism 
today, all because of following man-devised 
schemes rather than Spirit-directed activities. 

¥ * * 

We are furthermore deeply disturbed over 
the intolerance shown by some who consider 
themselves liberal, specifically towards those 
who believe there are elements of the Christian 
faith which must be maintained at any cost. 
We are not advocating anything new. We are 
all committed to those solid facts of our faith 
so clearly taught in the Scriptures and so clearly 
explained in the Westminster Confession of 
Faith. That there should be an intolerance 
towards our own articles of faith and those who 
would affirm them, is more than unfortunate. 


We have before us documented evidence that 
in a number of instances, local Commissions 
on the Minister and his work have exercised 
pressures and exhibited an intolerance wholly 
incompatible with Christian ethics, and in some 
cases beyond procedures even associated with 


secular politics. In almost every case, this in- 


tolerance has been exhibited toward their more 
conservative brethren, and this because of their 
conservatism. Originally designed as an aid in 
the placing of ministers and for advisory help 
to congregations in securing pastors, let us care- 
fully guard that the Commission on the Min- 
ister and his work shall not become an ecclesi- 
astical Gestapo. 


At the same time an amazing tolerance has 
been exhibited towards those who have never 
known or who have departed from the faith 
as interpreted by our standards. This situation 
is highlighted by the unquestionable fact that 
a minister is now judged by the institution 
which he may have attended rather than by 
his own affirmations of faith and, if he comes 
from a liberal institution, he seems to be wel- 
comed with open arms while a Christian brother 
whose training may have been in a recognized 
conservative institution, finds himself harassed 
and in some cases rejected. Tolerance of error 
is now widespread, while almost any attempt 
to take issue with error is considered a cardinal 


sin in itself. 
* 


We are concerned because of the growing ec- 
clesiasticism within our own church. Believing 
with all our heart in the doctrine of the Church 
and her high and rightful place in the life of 
the Christian and in the world itself, neverthe- 
less the Church is the Bride of Christ and not 
Christ, and we must at all times guard this 
relationship, never according to the Church 
those attributes and prerogatives which belong 
to Him alone. We believe in the courts of the 
Church as the divinely-instituted avenues of de- 
bate and decision, but we are unwilling to admit 


PAGE 4 


the infallibility of Church courts, nor are we 
willing to equate the decisions of the Church 
courts with the words of Holy Writ. 


While it is true that free discussion and a 
majority decision of church courts should usually 
lead to right conclusions, and these conclusions 
should be accorded full respect, it is also true 
that there is not always full discussion in such 
meetings, nor are all of the facts always pre- 
sented to those assembled. It is within reason 
to believe that some propositions come before 
church courts without due analysis, either as 
to their origins or as to their ultimate implica- 
tions. For this reason our Confession of Faith 
recognizes God alone as the Lord of man’s con- 
science and places man’s ultimate responsibility 
to Him, not to any church court. In Chapter 
XXXIII, Paragraph III, we read: 


‘All synods or councils since the apostles’ 
times, whether general or particular, may 
err, and many have erred; therefore they 
are not to be made the rule of faith or 
practice, but to be used as a help to both.” 


Anticipating danger in the future, because of 
the experiences of the past, the Westminster 
divines also said: | 


“God alone is Lord of the conscience, and 
hath left it free from the doctrines and com- 
mandments of men which are in anything - 
contrary to His word, or beside it in mat- 
ters of faith and worship. So that to believe 
such doctrines, or to obey such command- 
ments, is to betray true liberty of con- 
science; and the requiring an implicit faith, 
and an absolute blind obedience, is to de- 
stroy liberty of conscience, and reason also.” 
Chapter XXII, Paragraph II. 


The present movement for a revision and 
change in our Confession of Faith demands our 
closest scrutiny and prayerful consideration. 
Where such stems from a desire to make our 
standards more Biblical, such a study should 
be carried out with the utmost care. But where. 
there is contemplated any revision which quali- 
fies the clear statements of Holy Scripture and, 
in fact nullifies them, such revision should be 
resisted with the utmost vigor. 


We believe that the greatest need of the 
Church, and the greatest need for the effective 
witness of the Church in an unbelieving world, 
is an unqualified faith and witness based on 
the Bible itself. This is being lost. There 1s, 
unquestionably, a grave tendency abroad to 
“interpret” the Scriptures so that they are in- 
validated. ‘The emasculation of Scripture is not 
interpretation. The attack on the doctrine of 
the plenary inspiration of the Bible is not an 
attack on words but on the doctrines which 
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those words unquestionably teach—particularly 
the true and living God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
With such a movement abroad today, we Presby- 
terians need to guard with the utmost zeal any 
and every attempt to army the teachings of 
divine revelation through the substitution of the 
opinions of men. 3 


_ In all of these observations we would go on 
record as expressing thanksgiving to God for 
His goodness and multiplied blessings. Despite 
our limitations, lack of faith and surrender of 
time, talent and means to God as we should, 
nevertheless He has seen fit to richly bless our 
efforts at home and abroad. But when we con- 
sider the open doors, the opportunities and 


blessings which are ours, we should hang our . 


heads in shame that we have accomplished so 
little. ‘The number of new churches established 
is comparatively small when we consider the 
challenging opportunities about us. The num- 
ber of young lives offered for service on the 
mission fields is far from what we should expect. 
The amount of our “tithes and offerings” may 
compare favorably with that given by some other 
denominations, but it is in no way commen- 


surate with the means placed at our disposal 


by a loving and generous Heavenly Father. We 
can but feel that we have been smugly com- 
placent when we should have been humbled 
and chastened. 


Furthermore, we do not feel that we as a 
Church have borne witness to consecrated Chris- 
tian living as we should. We have viewed with 
complacency the lowering of moral standards 
abroad in our land today because we, too, have 
compromised. Admitting the evils of alcohol, 
we have only too often compromised with alco- 
hol in our own lives. Aware of the lowered 
standard of sex behavior which is in evidence 
everywhere in America today, we have tended 
to drift with the tide in our personal lives, in 
our homes and even in the church and her 
social activities, rather than take a stand for 
purity of thought and action, even at the risk 
of being considered This conformity 
to the world has reached proportions where the 


- non-Christian can see little difference between 
the educated and civilized pagans around us 


and those of us who have been bought with a 


_ price. 


There is needed in our church today a gen- 
uine spiritual awakening and revival. It is need- 
ed in our institutions, in our pulpits and in our 
pews. It can never be brought about by a 
loveless spirit, nor by censoriousness. We need 
a mighty outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit upon 
us all, and with that outpouring of the Spirit 
there will come the love, joy and peace so 
desperately needed and so marvelously effective 
in making the Gospel we profess attractive to 
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those outside the Church and honoring to the 
Christ who has bought us. 


We, the Board of Directors of the SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, present these 
resolutions to our church at large in a spirit 
of love and devotion to the cause we all love 
and for which we are so deeply concerned. We 
hereby covenant together to pray for our church, 
her agencies and institutions, her pastors and 
people, that we all may humble ourselves under 
the mighty hand of God that He may in turn 


be pleased to use us as His cleansed and filled 


vessels. 


We would urge that at all times it be remem- 
bered that it is not by might, nor by power, but 
by the Holy Spirit of the living God that His 
work can go forward. 


Organizations and programs are indispensable, 
but they can only be effective as they are dedi- 
cated to and permeated by the Holy Spirit. If 
we meet God’s conditions, we can have every 
assurance that He will pour out His blessing on 
our church until there shall not be room to 
receive it. 


‘THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
‘THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Preaching to the Poor 


“He hath anointed me to preach the gospel — 
to the poor.”—Luke 4:18. 


Who are the Poor? 


God does not measure poverty or wealth as 
we do. Man was created rich, but sin and 
Satan have robbed him and now all the world 
stands bankrupt before God. The fall of man 
made us all poor. 


Some have accumulated much of the wealth 


- of this world, but are without God and with- 


out hope. They may enjoy their riches for a 
few years, but they brought nothing into this 
world and they can take nothing with them 
when they leave it, so they pass on into eternity 
with nothing. 


The gospel makes us rich again, if we accept 
its message; rich in full forgiveness and par- 
don; rich in a new character, changed by the 
power of God as we are made new creatures in 


Christ; rich in His unsearchable riches; rich in 


a glorious inheritance which is ours in glory. 


What a privilege to preach to the poor — 
and all are poor! What a message we have for 


every one! We can all be rich, not with the 
treasure of this world, but rich toward God. 


This wealth we can never lose. 


I heard some poetry quoted once but do not 
know where I can find it. It told the story 
of a rich man — a good rich man — who was 
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robbed one night. He was not too deeply coni- 
cerned. They have taken my silver and my 
gold, but they could not rob me of my true 
wealth, he said. 


Those who accept our gospel message are 
made rich for eternity, rich in the possession of 
all the riches of grace in Christ Jesus, rich with 
the beauty of holiness, rich in all that makes 
Him rich, for we know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for 
our sakes He became poor, that we through His 
poverty might be made rich. All things are 
ours through Him. 


What a privilege to turn beggars into mil- 


lionaires! ‘To make poor people rich! 
—J.K.P. 


Moderation in Proposing and 
in Considering Changes 


No doubt some of us are considered constitu- 
tionally opposed to changes, particularly doc- 


trinal changes in our Confession. We question — 
whether the frame of mind of the leadership of 


our Church is as set to present the full Biblical 
statement of the truth of God as is our present 
Confession (and Catechisms). Accordingly, we 
look with misgivings on efforts to change the 
Confession. We think such efforts, if successful, 
are likely to give us a watered down version 
of what the vocal section of the Church holds 
rather than the deeper meaning of the Holy 
Scriptures. 


Nevertheless, we do advocate moderation on 
the part both of those proposing change and 
of those opposing such proposals. All changes 
suggested are not of equal importance, some are 
radical and some innocuous. We do not wish 
to quibble over words, or split hairs where it 
makes no difference. We presume that thought- 
ful advocates of change share this same general 
sentiment. 


Assuming this to be true, we would ask those 
who propose changes to make sure that they do 
not ask more than the logic of their argument 
warrants. It is not logical to have more in the 
conclusion than in the premise. Accordingly, 
if it be true that a paragraph in our Confession 
is an overstatement, the proper conclusion is 
not that therefore it be excinded, but only the 
over in it be removed. If there be a paragraph 
that states more than Scripture does, let it be 
re-worded to conform to the Bible, not deleted 


in its entirety. If it be held that in a particular — 


paragraph the Confession is more absolute than 
the Larger Catechism, the conclusion is not that 
that section of the Confession be cut out, but 
only that it be conformed to the Larger Cate- 
chism. If some such proposal as this last be 
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made, those of us who are “constitutionally 
opposed”’ to change will seek to meet the modest 
proposal with a fair and moderate considera- 
tion. Certainly, where the Larger Catechism 
says that election is in Christ and reprobation 
is on account of sin, there is no ground for 


objecting if one seriously wishes to put the 


same phrasing into the Confession also, at this 
place. 


The Epistle to the Ephesians, 1.3f, teaches 
our election in Christ. Calvin agreed with 
Luther in finding election in Christ. “We shall 
find no assurance of our election in ourselves; 
nor even in God the Father considered ab- 
stractedly from the Son.’ The Mediator is the 
mirror of election, Jnstitutes III.xxiv.5. When 
he thought of Christ as a mortal man of the 
seed of David, Calvin followed Augustine in 
teaching that he was the brightest example of 
gratuitous election, ITI.xxii.l. When he thought 
of Christ.as God the Son, Calvin preceded Barth 
in describing him as the Author of election, 
I1I.xxii.7._ Likewise when Calvin included rep- 
robation in the decrees, he stated that this 
passing by of some was in the plan of God but 
in such a way that the ground and cause of their 
damnation is in themselves.III.xxiii.8. 


Moreover, for Calvin when the Gospel is 
preached, God, as it were, places salvation in 


our hands, Cf. John 3.16; those who accept | 
and rise have God to thank, cf. John 3:3,5; | 
those who reject and sink have themselves to. 


blame, cf. John 3:19-21. “Let him who despises, 
impute it to himself; let him who ascends not 
arrogate it to himself,’ I11.1i1.35, for faith is 
given us by the Spirit. | 

—W.C.R. 


Preachers and Politics 
by DICK WEST 

Gtalf af The Dallas News 
August 15, 1958 


Daily reading of newspapers like the New 
York Times and Milwaukee Journal—a neces- 
sary and broadening part of a ‘Texas editor’s job 
—confirms this fact: 


Preachers everywhere are neck- deep i in politics, 
under the guise of saving men’s souls and better- 
ing the world. 


Politics in this sense is used broadly. We 
do not mean that the Rev. Mr. Jones of the 
Bronx or Dr. So-and-So of Milwaukee endorses 
a tax collector from the pulpit. 


But many ministers suddenly have become 
experts on public housing, public power vs. pri- 
vate power, world government vs. national gov- 
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ernment, taxation, segregation, inflation, free en- 
terprise, Social Security and even the humane 
slaughter of animals. 


It is hard to believe that the clergy can be 
so informed and all-wise—and still have time 
to whip the Devil from the pulpit, which is 
ministry's primary job. 


Free expression is a privilege from the pulpit, 
subject to certain bounds and the grace of the 


church board. ‘The latter is composed usually 


of businessmen who bend over backward to per- 
mit such freedom. 


What is odd is this: Free expression in the 
pulpit these days—on economics and govern- 
ment and social affairs and world peace—all 
takes the same line, which means it isn’t too 
free. 


It is the socialist line. Social gospel isn’t an 
eighth of an inch different from Karl Marx 
gospel. 


It would be unfair to conclude that preachers 
of social gospel are Communists. 


But you can’t deny that more public power, 
more social security, more public housing, more 
federal education aid can come only through 
more taxes and more direction of the individual 
—and that is Marx. | 


Ministers who preach socialism or the social 
gospel therefore are talking themselves right 
out of a job. Socialism at its ultimate becomes 
Communism, and under Communism there is 
no place for a free-talking, free-wheeling preach- 
er. 


It’s no secret why Billy Graham filled Madi- 
son Square Garden night after night. Some 
came to see a show, yes, but the masses came 
because Billy does not preach about the glory 
of UNESCO and the TVA. 


He fights sin. He holds up the Bible and 


talks about it. He talks about God, not Dag 
Hammarskjold. He’s not a social reformer— 
he’s still a preacher preaching about salvation 
and he doesn’t have much competition. 


Can the Master Use You? 


Moses had lived for forty years in the Court 
of Pharaoh being filled with the wisdom and 
_the ways of the world. Then the Lord decided 
that He could use Moses, but Hecouldn’tuse 
him like he was. So He put him in a wilder- 
ness and for forty years He emptied him and 
when Moses was eighty, he was ready for his 

“work” which was to lead the Jews out of 
physical and spiritual slavery. 
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Aren’t our lives like that? Most of us have 
spent the majority of our time getting filled, 
right up to the brim, with the world, and today 
we encounter ourselves in our abundance, our 
worldly wisdom and our accomplishment — but 
— tragic but true — the Lord can’t use us. 


What is the matter? All these fine Christians 
that the Lord can’t use. Why, they’re filled up. 
Their time is filled up. So are their minds 
and their hearts and their whole lives. The 
claptrap of the world has absorbed them. 


What is the answer then? See 91st Psalm — 
“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most 
High shall abide under the shadow of the Al- 


_ mighty.” We just need to do a little emptying, 


like the Lord did to Moses, and to do it we 
must get into the secret places of life. 


Remember the ocean is rough on top but 
calm underneath. So is life and if the Christian 


_ will get below life’s surface then introspection 


will begin and emptying will follow. Then the 
Lord can use us. 


Remember, if you fail to do your Christian 
“work” then it will never be done. No one 
else can do it for you for they have a job of 
their own to do. 

—R.LeC. 


PAGE 7 


Boandog 
| 


WHO WILL TEACH US? 


Meridian, Miss. 
Dear Editor: 


The problem that now confronts us as individuals 
and congregations since the meeting of the General 
Assembly is, who shall be our teachers? Who will 
— our children, our young people, and our 
adults? 


The Board of Christian Education has gone on 
record as advocating a gradual elimination of the 
segregation pattern in society, pointing out the 
injustices in it, while at the same time agreeing to 
be tolerant and considerate of the viewpoint of 
those who in all earnestness differ from them. 


There is no indication that they will bring at 
tention to the injustices, hardships, bitterness that 
follow in the wake of enforced integration. They 
will express themselves, in other words, in the 
literature on subjects where our Lord Jesus Christ 
was silent and which he left to the private con- 
science of individuals. They will give only one 
opinion. 


I presume that their viewpoint would be right 
if God had not made different races, with differ- 
ing heritages, varying standards of conduct, and 
who themselves have developed diverse moral prin- 
ciples. Again, if all members of all races were 
Christians and perfect ones, each would respect 
the heritage of the other, and each would be free 
to follow his differing interests which in the end 
would make a wholesome contribution to the 
whole. But such is not the case, and after what 
many have seen happening where enforced inte- 
gration of races has been brought upon people— 
some of us, or shall I say the vast majority of us, 
see greater injustices there. To support a course 
that very plainly causes more unrest and injustice 
in the social framework could hardly be called 
Christian. 


Again, when some are called upon to write ma- 
terials for the study of our people, both inside 
the church and out of it, who are beligerent to- 
ward some of the plain teachings of our Confession 
of Faith, and to belittle what is believed among us, 
it is right to ask again, who will be our teachers? 


We are warned to refuse and resist false prophets 
and teachers while at the same time being assured 
that they will certainly arise amongst us. 


Thank God our elders still have the authority 
to determine who the teachers in the local churches 
shall be, and what materials they shall study so 


long as they are in accord with the Confession 
of Faith. It is to be hoped that they will perform 
this duty. 


It is my belief that there is a growing concern 
at the grass roots of our church for better ma- 
terials, for instructors in the word of God who 
do not attempt to put a halo around their politica] 
opinions and foist them off as the holy word of 
God, teaching for doctrines the opinions of men, 
and a desire for something substantial to be taught 
which all the peoples will recognize as stronger 
than the sands of opinion and fading value. 


IT IS THE DUTY OF OUR ELDERS TO LOOK 
FOR SUCH MATERIALS, if they must find them, 
outside our own publications. If they cannot be 
found it is our duty to produce them. 


R. D. Littleton | 
Bay Street Presbyterian Church 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Justice For People In Need 


Background Scripture: Deuteronomy 15:7-11; 24:19-21; Isaiah 58:4-12; Matthew 9:35,36; Luke 4:14-22; 
Hebrews 13:1-3; I John 3:11-24. 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 21 


We live in a very needy world. All this need is the direct or indirect result of sin. Sin brought 
death with all the consequences which come from death. Disobedience brought us into an estate 
of sin and misery. God, however, did not leave us. in our time of need, but provided a Redeemer, 
even the Lord Jesus Christ. We have seen how He met all the needs of sinful men. He came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister and give His life a ransom for many. He set us an example 


that we should follow His steps. | | 


A beautiful description of this loving min-— 


istry of our Lord is given us in our Devotional 
Reading. The Messiah was to open the blind 
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, 
and them that sit in darkness out of the prison 
house. Sin has made prisoners of us all. Jesus 
came to set men free. Sin has blinded men; 
Jesus came to give light. A great Light came 
into a very dark world when He came; the 


Light of the world is Jesus. 


I. The Poor: Deuteronomy 15:7-11; 24:19-21. 

God was very careful to provide help for 
the poor. Each seventh year was a “year of 
release’”” when debts were cancelled and the 
temptation would be to not be willing to help 
the poor when this year of release was near. 
Moses warns them to lend him sufficient for 
his need even though he might not be paid 
back. “For the poor shall never cease out of 
the land; therefore I command thee saying, 
Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy bro- 
ther, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in the 
land.” ‘These are good verses to remember when 
we are having our drives to provide funds for 
the poor. We should not feel that it is a burden 
but an opportunity. We do it today in a bet- 
ter organized form than in other days. Re- 
member, he that giveth to the poor, lendeth 
to the Lord. In our abundance let us lend 
all we can to the One who has given us all 
we have. | 


In Deuteronomy 24:19-21 we have a beautiful 


provision for certain cases and we always think 


of Ruth as she gleaned in the harvest field of 


Boaz, the wealthy farmer. “When thou cuttest — 


down thine harvest in thy field and hast forgot 
a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go again 
to fetch it; it shall be for the stranger, for the 
fatherless and for the widow.” And in the 


same way they were not to gather all their 
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olives or grapes. This was a very simple and 
beautiful provision to meet. the needs of a sim- 
ple agricultural people, and we would have to 
change our methods, of course, today. The prin- 
ciple remains, however. Let us practice it in 
our more complex state of society. Two things 
stand out: (1) the poor must help themselves 
and be willing to glean even as Ruth who 
worked hard to gather the barley and wheat. 
She did not expect Boaz just to give her a 
“hand out” without any work on her part. (2) 
The rich must be generous, even as Boaz was, 
and instructed his reapers to make it easier 
on Ruth by letting some handfuls drop on 
purpose. There are two sides to welfare work. 
The poor must be willing to do all they can, 
and the rich are to feel their responsibility and 
also their privilege of helping generously. If 
we read the story of Ruth and Boaz we will 
learn a fine lesson about helping the poor. We 
help them and they help themselves by doing 
their part. 


Of course, there are many who are sick or 
injured and cannot help themselves. These be- 
long in a separate class and deserve all our 
compassion and generous help. 


II. Real Fasting: Isaiah 58:4-12. 


It is easy for fasting to become a mere form. 
We pretend to give up something, but we 
usually end up by substituting something else, 
perhaps what we like and enjoy. We stop 
eating pork and eat fish or some other meat. 


Isaiah describes the fast that pleases God. 
Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to 
loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the 
heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go 
free, and that ye break every yoke. Is it not 
to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that 
thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy 
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house? When thou seest the naked, that thou 
cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from 
thine own flesh? What a blessing would come 
from such fasting! Lent, and other periods of 
fasting would mean, I am sure, a real revival 
of what James calls “pure religion.” 


Ill. Jesus’ Ministry: Matthew 9:35,36. 


There are several cf these “summaries” of 
the work of Jesus. His ministry was one of 
teaching, preaching, and healing. He came as 
a Great Teacher to reveal the Father; as a 
Great Preacher, to proclaim the Coming King- 
dom; as the Great Physician of body and soul. 
In these three ways He met the needs of the 
people of His time and of all time. The people 
were as helpless as sheep without a shepherd 
and He came to be their Shepherd doing for 
them just what a shepherd does for his sheep. 
He healed them; He led them; He fed them; 
He protected them; He laid down His life for 
the sheep. 


IV. Jesus’ Own Description of His Ministry: 
Luke 4:14-22. | 


He preached in the synagogues and here at 
Nazareth, taking His text from Isaiah 61:1, He 
outlines His Pregram, and what a blessed pro- 
gram it is! Let us notice some of the parts. 
(1) ‘To preach the gospel to the poor. Philoso- 
phers and scholars often neglect and even de- 
spise the poor. Not so with the Great Teacher 
of Nazareth. The poor are very precious in 
His sight! (2) He hath sent me to heal the 
broken-hearted. How many millions of broken- 
hearted people have been healed by the Man 
of Sorrows! His own heart was broken in order 
that our hearts might be healed. The world is 
full of people whose hearts are broken. What 
a ministry to heal such hearts! (3) To preach 
deliverance to the captives — captives of sin 
and Satan! He that commits sin is the slave of 
sin and Jesus is the Great Emancipator. If 
the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed. Will you not let Him set you free from 
the bondage of sin and death? (4) Recovering 
of sight to the blind. Sin has completely blinded 
the eyes of the soul. Men grovel in darkness. 
Jesus healed so many blind men. He not only 
opened their physical eyes; He opened the eyes 
of their souls so that they could see Him and 
all the beauties and joys of a new life in Him. 
(5) To set at liberty them that are bruised. 
Today our hospitals are full of bruised and 
broken bodies of men and women crushed 
by automobiles. There are bruised souls as 
well. (6) To preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord. The “Good News” that all can be 
saved in Him. What a Program this was! The 
church is to preach the same blessed gospel, 
the good news that Jesus proclaimed from the 
pulpit at Nazareth nearly 2000 years ago. Are 
we carrying out His Program of Preaching? 
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V. Remember those in Bonds: Hebrews 13:]-3.. 


This is one of the reasons I believe that 
Paul wrote Hebrews. How natural for the 
man who was “the prisoner of the Lord’ to 
say, “Remember them that are in bonds” and 
they that are evil entreated. Paul spent a large 
part of his time in prison suffering persecution 
for the cause of Christ. He could sympathize 
with other prisoners. In its broader applica- 
tion it would make us remember to help all 
who are captives of sin. But our sympathy 
should not go out to those who are persecuted 
for the sake of Christ. Brotherly love should 
make us think of them. _ 


VI. Love One Another: I John 3:11-24. 


All our Christian conduct comes back finally 
to LOVE; it is the common denominator. It 


is not altogether a question of justice; love 


makes us do what justice tells us to do. The 
two paths of hate and love separated when 
Cain slew his brother. We know we have 
passed from death to life because we love the 
brethren. This is sure evidence of being a child 
of God. 


God so loved us that He laid down His life - 


for us. We ought to have the same kind of 
love for one another. This love will express 
itself in deeds, not merely words. It 1s easy to 
say “I love you,” but it is entirely another mat- 
ter to prove it. One of the best ways of proving 
our love is by helping those in need. We say 
we are sorry for a man who has lost his home 
by fire. We prove it when we give him aid to 
rebuild that home. 


If we have the spirit of Christian Love we 
will be eager to do all we can to help those in 
need. It will not be a question of mere justice. 


We will get a joy and satisfaction out of min-. 


istering to people even as Jesus, “for the joy 
that was set before Him,” gave Himself in lov- 
ing service and sacrifice. In all things He 1s 
our example. We are to follow in His steps. 
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The BIG NEWS right now is Standard’s 
new Graded Series for Preschool .. . Pri- 
mary ... Junior .. . Junior High depart- 
ments in the Sunday school. 3 


New format 

New art 

New teaching techniques 

New departmental superintendent's 
manuals for three younger levels 

New visual aids : 

New full-color filmstrip correlated with 
lessons for Juniors 

New memory work device for Juniors 

New story papers for Preschool and Pri- 
mary youngsters 


. . . With every lesson a Bible lesson. 
Complete, interesting, teachable. 


If you haven't seen these new materials, 
you’re really missing something. Send the 
handy coupon to us today for Free Plan- 
book and complete information. 
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An Exposition of the 
Westminster Confession 
By Gordon H. Clark 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 21 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Recreation Without M oney 


Scripture: Romans 12 


Suggested Hymns: 

_ “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 
“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” 
“He Leadeth 


Suggestion to Program Leader: 

(This is the kind of program which needs to 
be followed up. In the program you will be 
discussing ideas concerning inexpensive recrea- 
tion. The discussion will not be worth much 
unless you make definite plans to put the ideas 
to work. If you have in your church or com- 
munity a person who is an authority on whole- 
some recreation, you will want to seek the 
help of that person. You can ask him or her 
to speak to your group as a part of this program, 
or else, to meet with you at a later time as you 
make specific plans for a party. You may want 
to go even farther than planning a party and 
set up a recreation schedule for your young 
people. If you decide to try for an extended 
recreational program, you should discuss the 
matter with the Session and secure their per- 
mission. If you do not already have a fellow- 
ship committee or commission in your group, 
you may want to select one which can take this 
whole idea under study.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


“All work and no play makes Jack a dull 
boy.” That statement is trite but true. In 
order to be our best and to do our best work, 
we need some recreation. God certainly wants 
us to be and do our best. We can assume from 
these two facts that recreation is in harmony 


with the will of God for His people. The Lord 


Jesus Christ took part in the kind of fellowship 
activities which we recognize as_ recreation. 
There is ample indication in the Bible that the 
Lord approves of recreation for His people. 


While recreation is undeniably important, it 


is increasingly expensive. The recreation busi- 


ness is of major commercial importance. Whole 
areas of our nation depend almost altogether 
on recreation seekers for their livelihood. Hotels, 
resorts, transportation companies, and manufac- 
turers cater to vacationers. Appealing adver- 
tisements advise us to take an expensive vaca- 
tion, and spend the rest of the year paying for 
it in “easy payments.” Even when we stay at 
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home and go about our normal life, the cost of 
recreation takes a large share of our budget, 
perhaps larger than we realize. We do not want 
to leave the impression that it is sinful to spend 
money for recreation. It is not. It is possible, 
however, to spend too much and to spend need- 
lessly. One of the purposes of this program is 
to show us that it is possible to have real, whole- 
some fun without spending any money. 


First Speaker: 

As the program leader has just indicated, 
money and recreation are almost synonymous 
terms in the minds of many people. To those 
who are accustomed to thinking in this way 
the idea of having good recreation without 
money is an impossibility. We are living in a 


time of prosperity when people can afford to 


spend more money in this way than ever be- 
fore, and many who cannot afford it, spend it 
anyhow. There have been times when there 
was not enough money in many families for 
adequate food and clothing. What was done 
about recreation then? When there was no 
money, people found ways of wholesome recrea- 
tion which required no money. If we can re- 
discover some of these homemade, inexpensive 
means of recreation, we shall find them satisfy- 
ing in more ways than one. 


Other nations accuse the American people of 
being materialistic. One of the reasons we have 
this charge brought against us is our insistence 
on buying recreation with money instead of 
working it out for ourselves. It just may be 
that many of us feel that we cannot have fun 
without spending money. If this is our idea, 
maybe we are too materialistic. A program of 
recreation without money would prove to others 
and ourselves that money is not of the greatest 
importance to us. 


Second Speaker: 

Entertainment has its place in recreation, 
but a recreation program made up altogether 
of entertainment would be very one-sided. Much 
of the entertainment we buy with money is 
of the entertainment variety. It is fun to watch 
other people perform, but it is often more fun 
and more wholesome to do the things our- 
selves. It is enjoyable to watch a ball game, 
but it is very likely that the players get more 
enjoyment than the spectators. Active partici- 
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pation in recreation does something for our 
self respect that being a spectator does not. 
There is something about the give and take of 
participation that develops our personalities and 
enables us to establish lasting friendships. 


It is true that it costs money to participate 
in many recreational activities, but there are 
many that can be engaged in quite inexpensively. 
There are games which require no equipment 
at all, and there are others in which the 
necessary equipment can be made without going 
to great expense. The provision of the equip- 
ment can itself be real fun. The game and fun 
books which are available in many church 
libraries and in all public libraries give almost 
endless ideas for inexpensive games and activi- 
ties. 


Program Leader: 

(At this point ask the young people for sug- 
gestions of recreational activities in which your 
group could engage which would cost little if 
any money. List the suggestions as they offer 
them. Consider planning a party for which no 
money would be spent.) 

Close the meeting with prayer asking the 
Lord to guide you in your recreational life so 
that it will be helpful to you and honoring 
to Him. 


Say, Teenagers,— 
By Wade C. Smith 


Teenagers, my boyhood home town was 
Rome, Georgia, by which flowed the Oosta- 
naula River, a small stream, navigable only 
about 35 miles and by boats of small draught. 
A little steamboat, sailing under the name of 
“The Etowah Bill,” plied back and forth upon 
that shoaly river, carrying freight and passen- 
gers. It was one of my dreams to take a ride 
on it, and one day, to my great delight, I 
found myself a passenger for the round trip, - 
actually to spend three days and two nights 
on the boat. One incident I shall never forget. 
A very shoaly place in the river afforded a 
channel only a few inches wider than the 
boat itself, the current dangerous and swift 
between threatening rocks. The old style paddle 
wheel at the stern could not possibly push 
the boat up through the swift current, and 
even if it could, no pilot could hold her stem 
true to the middle; variation of a few inches 
would surely wreck the boat. Intently I 
watched Captain Coulter’s method, as he shout- 
ed his commands to the deck-hands. Pausing in 
the calmer water just below the rushing chan- 
nel, he sent two men in a skiff with a light 
line to the right-hand shore; then upward along 
the bank they made their way to a great live 
oak, standing like Gibraltar on a projecting 
point in a sharp bend of the river, above the 
rapids. A heavy rope was then attached to 
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the line and the two men pulled it to the tree 
and wrapped and tied it securely. On the boat 
end the rope was made fast to the capstan, and 
when a group of deck-hands began winding 
and the rope came taut, the nose of “The 
Etowah Bill” headed straight toward the big 
tree, which also lined the boat slowly but ac- 
curately through the channel, with about six 
inches on either side for margin. Gradually, 
inch by inch, but surely and safely, the little 
steamer negotiated that difficult and treacherous 
passage; and in due time was sailing the upper 
waters. 

Teenagers, that’s Purpose. Purpose is a cable 
line. One end is rooted down in your heart; 
the other end is made fast yonder to some 
big fine thing on the upper level. If you are 
true to your purpose, you lay hold upon the 
cable and pull; and just so surely as you keep 
hold and keep pulling, you reach the higher 
waters. The great lives of history have been 
those animated and driven forward by some 
deep-rooted, high-flown imperishable purpose. 
“Daniel purposed in his heart.” With prayer he 
nourished his purpose and with consummate tact 
and persistence he achieved it. Daniel lived a 
captive, through the reigns of three kings in 
Babylon, over a period of approximately seventy 
years, surrounded by every subtle temptation 
that might be devised to wrench a fellow from 
his moorings of conviction and principle; but 
by his steadfastness to his purpose he broke 
through the barriers of racial prejudice and 
heathen idolatry to a position of high authority, 
and caused each one of those heathen monarchs 
to proclaim the God of Israel as King of kings, 
and God above all gods supreme. Can you 
beat it, teenagers? That’s Purpose! 


It would be interesting to know if you have 
a purpose—a life Purpose, - and what that 
purpose is. You don’t have to have a bad 
purpose to go on the rocks. The little ‘““Etowah 
Bill” could with perfectly good intent have 
bravely pushed her nose up the channel, but 
she would surely have been wrecked, - without 
the line. The meanest criminal in your city 
jail did not get his start in a bad purpose; it 
was in purposelessness! It is the purposeless fel- 
low - the drifter - who is an easy prey to the 
devil. The fellow who takes a drink, saying he 
will “try anything once” - that’s the boy who 
ultimately suffers defeat. 


Once more: any fellow, no matter how poor, 
how crippled, how handicapped, can have a 
high purpose, - the very highest - the sky only 
is the limit. That is, if he is willing to follow 
Daniel’s program; and don’t fail to note that 
prayer was a big part of it. Purpose is linked 
with Power by Prayer. ‘That is the uncon- 
querable combination. Read the first six chap- 
ters of the Book of Daniel and watch for it. 
Purpose, Prayer, Power. ‘These three are yours. 
Lay hold. Daniel 1:1-21. 
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“cradle roll” families. 


An exclusive, beautifully-designed baby book comes 
with every kit. When completed this invaluable 
record of the child becomes a delightful keepsake 


for parents to treasure always. 


_ Get free details or returnable $1.95 kit complete for 
one child from pre-birth to nursery enrollment. 


See your authorized GOSPEL LIGHT dealer or write... 


A new baby in the family makes parents more receptive to the need of 
spiritual guidance. Reach them for Christ at this opportune time with GosPEL 
LIGHT’s helpful, new “‘Loan-of-a-Life”’ cradle roll 

_ plan. This unique pre-birth to nursery plan is 
designed to guide the church when contacting 


... the way to their hearts 


Gospel Light’s New 
Loan-of-a-Life” 
\ Cradle Roll Plan 


ght Publications 
Dept. RJ98 | 


@ Closely-Graded Sunday School Bible Lessons 


Glendale 5. Calif. « Mound, Minn, 


@ Teaching Aids @® VBS Materials 


NEWS 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham — Mrs. Josephine Raney Sykes, 
60, died at Birmingham, Ala., August 15, 
1958. Funeral was held August 17th at Second 
Presbyterian Church of which she was a member 
and her late husband, The Rev. Bernard A. Sykes, 
was Pastor for 14 years until his death April 17, 
1958. Interment was in Elmwood Cemetery, Dr. 
Alexander Henry and Rev. K. J. Morgan officiating. 
A-brother and sister survive. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson — The governor of Mississippi, Hon. 
J. P. Coleman, will be the speaker for the 


convocation on Sept. 11 which officially opens 


the seventy-fifth anniversary term at Belhaven 
College. | 

Governor Coleman currently is serving his first 
term as governor of the state. He first attained 
national political prominence when he led the suc- 
cessful fight to seat the Mississippi delegation in 
the Democratic Convention of 1952, Chicago. He 
has since appeared on several national network 
television programs and has been widely quoted 
in the nation’s press. 

Before his election as governor, Coleman served 
as attorney general. He also was a justice on the 
state supreme court bench and was a circuit judge. 
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A prominent Baptist layman, Coleman has been 
a deacon in the church since he was 22 years old. 


STATED CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 


The Stated Clerks Association of the Presby-. 
terian Church, U. S., held its annual meeting at 
Montreat, N. C., August 13 and 14, with the 
President, Dr. Harold J. Dudley, Stated Clerk of 
the Synod of North Carolina, presiding. 55 Clerks 
of Presbytery were present and 6 Clerks of Synod. 


Reports of Special Committees on Forms for 
Reports to Synod and on Presbytery Basic Rules 


and Procedure were received as information. The 


high-light of the meeting was a discussion of the 
Proposed Revision of the Book of Church Order 
led by Dr. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk of the As- 
sembly. 


The second morning Dr. Thomas H. Spence, 
Curator of the Historical Foundation, spoke on 
the methods and value of the Preservation of Ec- 
clesiastical Records. A workshop for experienced 
Clerks was conducted by Dr. Scott, and a work- 
shop for inexperienced Clerks was conducted by 
Dr. Archie C. Smith, Assistant to the Stated Clerk. 


New Officers are: President, Rev. R. C. Pooley, 
Jr., Stated Clerk of Cherokee Presbytery, Ga.; 
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Vice-President, Rev. E. F. Thompson, Stated Clerk 
of Concord Presbytery, N. C.; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Rev. J. R. Woods, Stated Clerk of Pee Dee Pres- 


bytery, S. C. 
The 1959 meeting of the Association will be 


held at Montreat on the closing day of the Church 
Extension Conference. 


Missionary News 
AFRICA (CONGO MISSION)— 


Dr. and Mrs. Tinsley Smith and son arrived in 
the United States in late July for a regular fur- 
lough year. 


Dr. Smith, who considers Denver, Colorado, home, 
is a graduate of the University of Colorado and 
the University’s Medical School. Mrs. Smith is 
the former Miss Catherine Minter of Austin, Tex. 
She received her education from Texas Presby- 
terian College, the University of Texas, and Johns 
Hopkins School of Nursing. 


Dr. and Mrs. Smith have one son, Gordon, who 
enters Austin College this fall. During the fur- 
lough the Smiths will make their home at Mission 
Ranch in Austin, Tex. 


Mr. and Mrs. Rob Roy Robertson and family 
of the Congo Mission are in this country on regular 
furlough, having arrived in mid-August. 


Mr. Robertson, of Chattanooga, Tenn., received 
his education at the University of Chattanooga, 
the University of California and Columbia Uni- 
versity. His wife is the former Elizabeth Clarke 
of Due West, S. C. She studied at Erskine College, 
Columbia Seminary and Columbia University. 


The Robertsons are members of the Central 
Presbyterian Church in Chattanooga. During fur- 
lough they will make their home in that city with 
their four children. 


Mr. and Mrs. John S. Vass and family arrived in 
late July for furlough year. 


Mr. Vass is a native of Germantown, Tenn., but 
considers Chattanooga his home. He is married to 
the former Helen Fryar of Chattanooga, and they 
are members of the St. Elmo Presbyterian Church 
of that city. They will make Chattanooga their 
home this year. The Vasses have three children. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Spooner arrived in 
the United States in July for furlough. 


He is a native of Junction City. He studied 
at Arkansas College and Columbia Seminary. His 
wife is the former Maxine Westmoreland of Sid- 
ney, Ark. She attended Arkansas College and is 
a member of Scotland Presbyterian Church in 
Junction City. 


The Spooners have six children. Sidney, Ark., 
will be their home during this year. 


Mr. and Mrs. Garland Goodrum who arrived in 
_ July for furlough will be at home in Austin, 
ex. 


Mr. Goodrum is a native of Houston, Tex., and 
married the former Eleanor McDaniel of Houston. 
Both are graduates of Austin College and members 
of the Third Presbyterian Church of Houston. The 

Goodrums have five children. 
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The Rev. and Mrs. W. F. McElroy, Jr., and 
their three children arrived in the States on 
July 28. 


Mr. McElroy was born in Congo, the son of mis- 


sionary parents. He studied at Westminster College, 


Austin College and Austin Seminary. His wife is 
the former Kathryn Patton of Austin, Tex. She is 
a graduate of Southeast Texas Teachers’ College, 
and a member of the Donna, Tex., Presbyterian 
Church. They will make Montreat, N. C., their 
headquarters during this furlough year. 


Miss Lucienne Delforge of Congo arrived July 
22 for furlough in the States. 


She is a native of Belgium and received her 
education in that country. While in the United 
States this year she will make her home at Mission 
Court in Richmond, Va. 


Miss Elizabeth Miller arrived in late August for 
furlough. She will make her home in Richmond, 
Virginia. 

She is a native of Pennsylvania, and a graduate 
of Johns Hopkins Nursing School. Her church 


membership is in Oakhurst Presbyterian Church © 


of Decatur, Georgia. 


Dr. and Mrs. Sandy Marks and their daughter 
are scheduled to arrive in this country in late 
August. They will make their home in Mission 
— in Richmond, Va., during this regular fur- 
ough. 


They consider Washington, N. C., home. He 
studied at Davidson College, Atlanta Southern 
Dental College, and Northwestern University. 


Mrs. Marks graduated from the Medical College 
of Virginia and took post graduate work at the 
Morristown Memorial Hospital in Morristown, 


N. J. Dr. and Mrs. Marks are members of the © 


First Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, N. C. 


Their two sons have been in the United States 
attending college. 


Returning to Congo to take up their missionary 
duties once more are the Rev. and Mrs. L. A. 
McMurray, and Mrs. J. Franklin Watt, who have 
completed a furlough year in this country. The 
McMurrays sailed in late July, and the Watts are 
scheduled to depart in mid-September. 


TAIWAN MISSION— 
The Rev. and Mrs. William F. Junkin, Jr., and 


family of our Taiwan mission arrived in July for 


furlough in this country. They are at _ present 
making their home in Montreat, N. C., with their 
three children. 


Mr. Junkin was born in China, the son of mis- 
sionaries of our Church there. He is a graduate 
of Hampden-Sydney College and Union Seminary 
in Richmond. His wife is the former Jessie McElroy 
of Richmond. She studied at Bob Jones University 
and the University of Richmond. She is a member 
of ny Ginter Park Presbyterian Church in Rich- 
mond. 


Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Wilkerson and their four 
children will be at home in Oteen, N. C., this year, 
——e arrived in the States in mid-July for fur- 
ough. 
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Dr. Wilkerson is a graduate of Maryville College 
and studied at the University of Virginia. He is 
a member of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Durham, N. C. His wife is the former Estelle 
Isenhour of Woodleaf, N. C. She is a member 
of the Unity Presbyterian Church of Woodleaf. 
She studied at Montreat College and received her 
B.S. degree in nursing at the University of Virginia 
Hospital School of Nursing. 


Miss Lillian Wells of Taiwan Mission left the 
field in late July to return to this country for 
furlough. 


She is from Morristown, Tenn., and will make 
that city her home while here. She received her 
education at Southern Presbyterian College, the 
Conservatory of Music in Red Springs, N. C., and 
Bible Teachers’ Training School in New York City. 


Returning to Taiwan after a year’s furlough in 
this country will be Miss Nettie DuBose Junkin, 
Mrs. O. V. Armstrong and Miss Frances Stribling. 


Miss Junkin left in early August, and both Miss 
Stribling and Mrs. Armstrong sailed on August 16. 


BRAZIL MISSION— 


Miss Ann Pipkin of our Brazil Mission arrived 
in the States in late July for furlough. Upon her 
— she went directly to her home town, Antlers, 

a. 


‘She is a graduate of Southeastern College, and 
Assembly’s Training School. She is a member of 
the First Presbyterian Church in San Angelo, Tex. 


JAPAN MISSION— 


Miss Susan Currell arrived in California in mid- 
July to begin her furlough year. She spent some 
time in California before proceeding to Black 
Mountain, N. C., where she will make her head- 
quarters during furlough year. 


She is a member of the Black Mountain Presby- 


terian Church. She received her education at — 


Lewisburg Seminary in West Virginia, and at the 
Assembly’s Training School. | 


Dr. and Mrs. Ovid Bush and family arrived in 
the States on August 14. They will make their 
home in Mission Haven in Decatur, Ga., during 
furlough year. 


Dr. Bush is a native of Atlanta, Ga. He received 
‘his education at Marion Military Institute, the 
University of Georgia, and the University of Geor- 
gia School of Medicine. 


Mrs. Bush is the former Florence Callahan of 
Atlanta. She studied at the University of Georgia 
and the University of North Carolina. Both she 
and her husband are members of the First Presby- 
pore Church in Augusta, Ga. They have three 
children. 


‘ Miss Nell Swanson, who arrived July 11 for 
furlough in this country, will be at her home in 
Columbus, Ga., during this year. 


She is from Columbus, but is a member of the 
North Avenue Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. 


She received her R.N. degree from the Crawford 


W. Long School of Nursing in Atlanta, Ga. She 
— _ one year’s study at the Assembly’s Training 
chool. 
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Sons. 


Returning to Japan after furlough year in the 
United States are the Rev. and Mrs. Lardner W. 
Moore, the Rev. and Mrs. Donnell McCall, Miss 
Juanita Connell, and the Rev. and Mrs. Lewis H. 
Lancaster, Jr. The Moores sailed on August 16. 
The McCalls left on August 1. Miss Connell is 
scheduled to depart on August 29, and the Lan- 
casters plan to sail on September 20. 


KOREA MISSION— 


Miss Cora Wayland arrived in the United States 
in June for her regular furlough, and is now at 


Fort Mill, S. C. | 


Miss Wayland is a graduate of Queens College 
and is a member of the Wilmore Presbyterian 
Church in Charlotte, N. C. 


Mrs. James I. Paisley arrived in early July. She 
will have headquarters in Lake City, S. C. Sheisa 
native of Arkansas, and a graduate of Central 
College in Conway, Ark. 


The Rev. and Mrs. John E. Talmage are making 
their home at Mission Haven in Decatur, Ga., hav- 
ing arrived here in early July for regular furlough. 


Mr. Talmage was born in Korea, the son of the 
the Rev. and Mrs. J. V. N. Talmage who served 
for many years as missionaries in Korea. He is 
a graduate of Maryville College and Columbia 


Seminary. 


His wife is the former Roslin Arnold of Decatur, 
Ga. She studied at Crichton’s Business College 
and Agnes Scott College. The Talmages have three 


After their furlough year in this country, the 
following missionaries are returning to the field 
in Korea: 


The Rev. and Mrs. George Thompson Brown, 
and the Rev. and Mrs. Keith Crim. Both couples 
are scheduled to depart on September 10. 


MEXICO— 


Mr. and Mrs. Dale Douglas of our Mexico 
Mission announce the arrival of a son, Dallas Merle, 


born July 26 in Mexico City. 


Mr. Douglas is a native of Emmett, Idaho. He 
studied at the University of Idaho, Berkeley Bap- 
tist Divinity School and Austin Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary. He and his wife are members 
& the University Presbyterian Church in Austin, 

exas. 


Mrs. Douglas is the former Phyllis Reynolds of 
Emmett, Idaho. She is a graduate of St. Lukes 


Hospital and School of Nursing. 


1001 STORIES FOR CHILDREN 


AND CHILDREN’S WORKERS 

Alice B. Knight 3.95 

The finest volume of stories and anecdotes 
for parents, teachers and pastors in religious 
education; more than 50 categories—Kind- 
ness, Consecration, Growth, Suffering, etc.— 
a choice fund of effective stories to instruct 
and hold the child’s attention. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 


PAGE 17 


4 
te 
> we ~ 
. 
se 


a 


Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leaders on “The 
Church in the New Testament” 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith, Frofessor of Bible, 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 


LESSON 10: A SERVING CHURCH 
‘THE LESSON IN OUTLINE 
Introduction 


I. Christ — the Example of Service — 
Mark 10:35-45; Phil. 2:5-11. 


II. Christ — the Motive for Serving — 
Col. 3:1, if, 20; Eph. 4:5-8. 


III. Examples of Service 
A. Dorcas — Acts 9:36-42 
B. Aquila and Priscilla — Acts 18:1-4, 24-28 
C. Timothy Phil. 2:19-22; II Tim. 1:5; 3:14-17. 


Introduction 


Since Jesus came not to be ministered unto 
but to minister, it is only fitting that the Church 
which bears His Name should be a serving 
Church. In this lesson we shall examine the 
serving aspect of the Church’s life 


I. Christ — the Example of Service — 
Mark 10:35-45; Phil. 2:5-11. 


Second only to His office as Saviour is Christ’s 
example to the Church. In Mark 10:35-45 we 
have a case in which He sets His own example 
before the disciples as that which they should 
seek to follow in their Christian lives. ‘The 
passage opens with the request by James and 
John for the places of honor in the Kingdom. 
Jesus answers with a most searching question. 
Are they able to drink of the cup which He 
must drink and be baptized with His baptism? 
These disciples, not fully aware of what He 
meant, affirmed their ability to do this. Jesus, 
graciously, instead of rebuking them for their 
presumption, indicates that they would actually 
follow Him. But as to the matter of reward, 
it is not His place to promise this at this time. 


The other disciples became quite indignant 
over this request and voiced their discontent. 
This gave Jesus the opportunity to expound the 
basic principle of Christian living and rewards. 
It is opposite to the world’s principle. Those of 
the world are self-seeking, and having gained 
position, proceed to abuse their rank by lording 
it over others. The Christian, on the other hand, 
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is not to seek his own, but the good of others. 
For truly the way to reward by God is in service 


to Him. “Whosoever would become great amon 


you shall be servant of all’ (Mark 10:43-44). 
He then reenforces this teaching with His own 
example. “For the Son of Man also came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give His life a ransom for many” (vs. 45). 


Stop to consider the depth of this familiar 
saying. ‘The very purpose of the incarnation 
of our Lord was that He might serve others. 
He came for the purpose of ministering, of 
serving. And this service culminated in that 
greatest of all acts of self-forgetting, namely, 
His giving of His own innocent life as a ran- 
som for many sinners. Consider the pure holi- 
ness of the Christ and the vile sinfulness of 
men, and then see His dying as the act of 
service par excellence. It is just this example 
that Jesus sets before us for our imitation in 
lives of service. | 


We should note two particular implications 
that can be drawn from His example for our 
service. First, His service was primarily directed 
to God. This is not to say that He did not 
come to serve mankind. His incarnation was 
that He might minister to our needs, and in 


particular that He might “give His life a ran-— 


som for many.” But this service to men was 
itself in obedience to God, and thus God-cen- 
tered rather than man-centered. Jesus clearly 
states this in the following words, ‘For I am 
come down from heaven, not to do mine own 
will, but the will of Him that sent me” (John 
6:38) . 

Thus, as we think of the serving Church, we 
must keep in mind that this service is to be 
primarily God-centered and not man-centered. 
This should remind us of the necessity of con- 
stantly examining God’s Word see how He 
would have us to serve Him. See John 12:26 
where Jesus points out that true serving of 
Himself must be serving of God. 


A second implication that comes to us from 
the example of Christ’s service is that there are 
no limits that we can set upon our service. 
This may best be seen when we remember the 
nature of the incarnation. Jesus Christ was 
eternally and always very God of very God, and 
in the incarnation He condescended to the con- 
cealing of His glory by taking upon Himself 


the essence and nature of a man, thus becoming 


in fact a servant. And not only did He take 
the form of a servant, but He also served by 
obeying the law, even to the paying of the 
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penalty for law breakers, though He Himself 
was without sin. In other words, He set for 
us the example of infinite sacrifice in His serv- 
ice. Can we withhold ourselves at any point 
in our service to our Lord? ‘See Phil. 2:5-11 
where Paul gives us a magnificent treatment 
of the incarnation and work of Christ in con- 
nection with a call to service. We are called 
upon to imitate the incarnation, which means 
that there can be no limits on our service to 
our Lord. 


II]. Christ — our Motive for Serving — 

Cok. 3:1, 17, 235-24; Eph. 4:5-8. 

Not only is Christ the example, but He is 
also our motive for serving. That is, it is because 
it is the Living Christ with whom we are united 
in the Church that we should want to serve 
Him. “If then ye were raised together with 
Christ, seek the things that are above...” (Col. 
3:la). One of the most inclusive exhortations 
to be found regarding our lives is Col. 3:17 
where all is to be done in His name and in 
thanks to God. “And whatsoever ye do, in 
word or in deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him.” | 


In this epistle Paul has been setting forth 

the pre-eminence of Christ in all things (See 
Col. 1:17-18). He is proclaimed as “all and 
in all” (Col. 3:11). This being true both of 
creation and of the Church, then it is only 
proper that the Apostle should set Him forth 
as the object of all our words and deeds. All 
is to be done in His Name and to His glory, 
because He is Lord of all. 


He applies the fact of Christ’s lordship in 
the exhortation to servants to serve their mas- 
ters as though they served the Lord, “ye serve 
the Lord Christ’ (Col. 3:24). What Paul says 
of servants should be true of all Christians 
in their service to their Lord. We should live 
and serve “heartily as unto the Lord, and not 
unto men; knowing that from the Lord ye 
shall receive the recompence of inheritance; ye 
serve the Lord” (Col. 3:23-24). In a parallel 
passage in Ephesians 4:5-8 the Apostle gives a 
similar exhortation to the servants, but then 
indicates that we all should serve as unto the 
Lord, whether bond or free. In other words, 
because it is the Living Lord that we serve, 
we should seek to serve Him wholeheartedly 
and without reserve in everything that we say 
or do. 


I. Examples of Service 
A. Dorcas — Acts 9:36-42. 


Other than the example of Christ Himself, 
the New Testament is full of examples of the 
service of early Christians. Dorcas or Tabitha 
of Joppa was characterized as a woman “full of 


good works and almsdeeds which she did” (Acts 
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For parents and teachers 
of small children... 


by Harriet VAN METER 


Small children will delight in every page 
of this appalling book. With its photo- 
graphs of happy youngsters, its rhymed 
captions, and its simple song, it has every 
ingredient to capture the imagination of 
the very young. The book is designed to 
introduce children to the idea that God 
loves them, and it shows how He planned 
for their happiness through the wonderful 
gift of hands. Ideal for use in the home 
or at school with nursery and kindergarten 


ages. 
$1.75 


Questions Children Ask 


Joun L. and ARLEENE G. Farrty. Help 
for parents and teachers baffled by ques- 
tions like, “Who made God?” Discusses 
specific questions and the problem of 
answering questions generally. 

$2.00 


Angels in Pinafores 


Auice Lee Humpureys. The author 
of Heaven in My Hand tells more charm- 
ing stories of her willful, winsome, first- 


graders. 
$2.25 


Order from: 


PRESBYTERIAN Book STORES 
Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Ga. 
Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
118 West Fifth St. 
Charlotte, N. C. (no mail orders) 
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9:36b). Could that description be given of 
us today? 


B. Aquila and Priscilla - Acts 18:1-4, 24-28. 


Aquila and Priscilla are two of the early 
Christians, who were of great service in the 
Church, especially to the Apostle Paul. He 
first met them on his first trip to Corinth. Being 
of the same trade, tent making, he dwelt and 
labored with them. We do not know when 
they were converted. Some feel that they were 
exiled from Rome by Claudius because they and 
other Jews had been debating over whether 
Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ or not. If so, 
then they may have been converted even before 
Paul met them. At any rate, they served with 
Paul in Corinth for a year and a half. When 
he left Corinth, they went with him to Ephesus, 
where they remained. Here they had the op- 
portunity of serving in a most effective way of 
bringing to Apollos, that eloquent preacher 
from Alexandria, instruction concerning the fact 
that Jesus was the Christ. It is significant to 
see how they undertook their assistance of Apol- 
los. It was not done in any way to embarrass 
him, but by taking him to themselves and in- 
structing him. 


C. Timothy - Phil. 2:19-22; II Tim. 1:5; 3:14-17 

Timothy is first mentioned in Acts 16:1-3 
when he joined Paul on his second missionary 
journey, as he passed through Timothy’s home 
town, Lystra. Later Paul was to refer to the 
faithful service of this young man. It may be 
that his introduction to the Christian faith was 
the first visit of Paul to Lystra, when he and 
Barnabas refused the worship of the people, and 
he was later stoned. Certainly this example of 
Paul’s self-sacrifice was known to Timothy, and 
no doubt it was influential in his own life of 
Christian service. 


Paul in Phil. 2:19-22, refers to Timothy as 
one who was ready and willing to serve. “I have 
no man likeminded, who will truly care for your 
state” (Phil. 2:20). Others would seek their 
own desires, but he was one who would seek 
to serve His Lord. He has already demonstrated 
this in his faithful service to Paul (vs. 22). 


It is significant to observe the place where 
Timothy learned of God, and of how he ought 
to live. It was primarily from his home. 
His grandmother and his mother had instilled 
the faith in him (II Tim. 1:5). They in turn 
had relied upon the final source of authority, 
namely, God’s Word, which they carefully taught 
Timothy (II Tim. 3:14-17). We may see in 
this the importance of parental training. But 
it must be remembered that we are not to make 
ourselves the final reference point in the in- 
struction of our children. Rather, our own 
lives and teaching should be God-oriented, so 
that we truly teach the chief end of man to 
be to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. 
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This orientation comes only from a study of 
and application of God’s Word to our own lives. 


As we conclude this study of the serving 
Church, let us again remember that our chief 
example is the Lord Jesus Christ, and that He 
is the ultimate motive for giving our lives in 
service to God. When we truly realize the sig. 
nificance of His work for us, then we can “‘serve 
the Lord with gladness” (Ps. 100:2). 


The Bible in the 49th State 


The name Alaska comes from the Aleut word AlI- 
ey-ek-aha, which is said to mean “The Great Coun- 
try’. This territory, recently admitted to statehood, 
in which many Eskimo Indian dialects are spoken, 
has long been aware of the Bible. 


Scriptures first came to Alaska when Empress 
Catherine of Russia sent church missionaries to “her 
American colony” in 1796. Selections from Mat- 
thew, Luke and the Acts were translated, printed on 
a Moscow press in 1840 and distributed among the 
natives on Kodiak Island under the supervision of 


Bishop Ivan Veniaminoff. 


Years after the purchase of Alaska, Dr. Sheldon 
Jackson, Presbyterian missionary to the “far North- 
west” established the first Christian mission in Wran- 
gell for the natives. Jackson, realizing Alaska’s mis- 
sionary need, personally appealed to other major 
church denominations to send their missionaries to 
help take the Gospel to this needy field. 


With the growth of the nation the need for 
Scriptures increased. Protestant churches and mis- 
sions turned to the American Bible Society for 
Bibles, New Testaments and Scripture Portions. 
While the Bible Society was recognized as an unfail- 


ing source for Scriptures, its work was not officially 


organized in Alaska until 1926. During that year 
this territory was added to the states coming under 
the supervision of its secretary with headquarters 
in California. 


Not only has the Society supplied printed Scrip- 
tures but it has published a number of the Eskimo 
dialects that have been translated by the missionaries 
working among the people there. 


In a Presbyterian mission field, 300 miles above 
the Arctic Circle on the very northern point of 
Alaska, lives Roy Almaogak, a native preacher, who 
translated the Gospel of Mark and the Epistle to the 
Romans for his own people in the Eskimo Point 
Barrow dialect. There are 1200 people in his com- 
munity, of whom 700 are church members, and 
about 800 who can read. When he was sent to this 
country to spend a year “out” in special study and 
language work, he brought to the Bible Society his 
translation of the Gospel of Mark, the first book 
in this dialect. This was printed by the Society and 
followed by the Epistle to the Romans. 


At the conclusion of an Eskimo service in Fair- 
banks, conducted in the northern Eskimo dialect, 
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where the Society's secretary was speaking, the in- 
terpreter said to him: “Tell the Christians down in 
the States that we are grateful for the Gospel of St. 
Mark and the book of Romans in our own dialect, 
but when are they going to give us the Life of 
Christ by St. Matthew, St. Luke and St. John?” 


Among the Kuskokwim Indians this question is 
already answered. The entire New Testament for 
6.000 of these natives has been translated by a 
Moravian missionary, the Rev. Ferdinand Drebert. 
Publication of the book was done by the American 
Bible Society and the first copy flown to Alaska 


for the annual convocation of Christians there. “Kuy- . 


ana” (Thank you) wrote Moravian leaders from 
Bethel to the Bible Society for the Testament, for 
which they had been waiting so long. 


A missionary from the Friends’ Church in Kotze- 
buc wrote the Society: “Pauline, an outstanding in- 
terpreter into Eskimo, is an excellent preacher in 
that language and has used her Bible until it has 


fallen apart. Please help with a replacement.” Of 


course a book was sent immediately. 


As Alaska, our 49th state, faces new opportunities 
for development, the American Bible Society is also 
aware of its increased responsibilities to keep Scrip- 
ture needs fully supplied in this vast northwest ter- 
ritory. 


OOK & ~---~ 


THE BOOK OF GOD. Beruch Spinoza. Philoso- 
phical Library. $3.00. 


The Book of God is one of Spinoza’s earliest 
works. It came to light only a hundred years ago. 
This book is the first known report of his thoughts 
concerning. God. Although Spinoza was largely 
pantheistic in his philosophical interpretation of 
God, he still exerts a large influence and has been 
called the Philosopher of Modern Times as Aris- 
totle was the Philosopher of Antiquity. The value 
of this book is limited to those who are especially 
interested in speculative philosophy. 


SERMON OUTLINES ON THE SECOND COM- 
ING. Al Bryant. Zondervan. $1.00. 


Dr. Bryant points out that the second coming 
of Christ should be a part of the regular diet of 
all Christian believers. The outlines in this com- 
pilation have been selected for their very real 
and effective approach to prophetic questions. They 
are slanted toward believers but with application to 
the unbelievers as well. 


TEARS OF THE BIBLE. Louis Paul Lehman. 
Zondervan. $1.50. 


The pastor of Calvary Church, Grand Rapids, 


_ Michigan presents in this volume 8 sermons dealing 


with the subject of weeping as found in the Bible. 
The theme is worked out simply and movingly. 
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THE WONDERFUL CHRIST AND OTHER 
SERMONS. Billy Sunday. Zondervan. $1.00. 


The four sermons selected here by Mrs. Sunday 
illustrate the kind of message that evangelist 
Sunday delivered during his lifetime and how this 
influence carries on. Each sermon exalts Christ 
— holds Him up as the only Redeemer of lost 
souls. 


SERMON OUTLINES FOR FUNERAL SERV- 
ICES. Al Bryant. Zondervan. $1.00. 


Dr. Bryant believes that a funeral service pre- 
sents the Christian minister with a rare and excel- 
lent opportunity to tell the Gospel story. At this 
service, he says, the Gospel of Christ can be woven 
into the lives of relatives and loved ones, if done 
tactfully and reverently. He shows that the funeral 
message provides an unusual opportunity to chal- 
lenge believers and to remind them of the shortness 
of life, the imminence of death and the drastic 
need for a whole-hearted dedication on the part 
of the believer to the service of Christ. 


SERMON OUTLINES FOR PRAYER MEETING 
TALKS. Al Bryant. Zondervan. $1.00. 


These outlines have been chosen with the aver- 
age in mind. The subjects dealt with are close 
to the hearts of Christians concerned about their 
daily walk with God. The secrets imparted are 
Scriptural and practical. The compiler has brought 
together these outlines to serve as stepping stones 
to greater service for all who are called upon to 
speak in the mid-week services. 


THE ROMANCE OF REDEMPTION. M. R. 


DeHaan. Zondervan. $2.50. 


This is the love story of Ruth and Boaz. The 
author endeavors to show that Ruth, a poverty 


stricken widow is a wonderfully clear-cut picture 


of the church. And that Boaz, the great and 
wealthy landlord is a glorious picture of the 
Redeemer. Naomi, scarred by tragedy and mis- 
fortune, is an unusually graphic picture of Israel. 


FAITH AND PERSEVERANCE. Prof. G. C. 
Berkouwer, Eerdman’s. $4.00. 


This volume completes Berkouwer’s trilogy on 
faith following his masterful work on FAITH AND 
JUSTIFICATION and FAITH AND SANCTIFI- 
CATION. A century ago, Dr. Charles Hodge set 
forth the Reformed faith in distinction from the 
views then current. Today, Berkouwer of Amster- 
dam is facing every wind of doctrine fairly and 


- fully and doing for our day what Hodge did for 


our grandfathers. So excellent is the study on 
Faith and Justification that Karl Barth admits he 
has learned from Berkouwer on justification. In 
a single chapter in the current volume, Berkouwer 
carefully evaluates Otto’s idea of the holy, Volz’s 
demonic, and Schlink’s dialectics — not to men- 
tion the older liberal positions of Schleiermacher. 


Fundamentally Berkouwer insists on seeing per- 
severance in inalienable connection with faith 
and with the totality and radicalism of grace. Be- 
cause God perseveres therefore we persevere. 
There is no basis in human logic, “basic princi- 
ples,” or continuity in ourselves. Indeed, faith 
is the movement away from self trust to trust in 
the faithfulness of the God of all grace. It is a 
looking away from self to Christ, an entrusting 
oneself to Him wholly, to the sufficiency of His 
atonement and the graciousness of his interces- 
sion. Thus there is a place in this life of faith 
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for admonition, for prayer and for fleeing the 
Tempter. The power, the grace, the faithfulness, 
the promises of God are our consolation and Christ 
Jesus is our refuge and assurance. God is never 
an arbitrary, fatalistic deity, and faith can rest 
only in the faithfulness and stability of Him Who 
does not let the work of His hands go. sie 


MEN OF TOMORROW. Ewald Mand. West- 
minster Press. $3.00. 


Men of Tomorrow consists of stories from the 
Bible for youth of today. This volume has been 
written to help young people read the Bible with 
more interest and understanding and with the hope 
that God’s Holy Spirit will guide them to hear 
God’s word speaking to them. The author selected 
certain men used of God in a special way and 
brings them on the stage of our imaginations for 
a while and dramatizes the events surrounding 
them. As we read of these people and these events 
we see God at work in this world, carrying forth 
His purposes, creating a new faith in new people 
and finally a new fellowship of those who call 
Jesus Christ, Lord. The men mentioned in this 
book are men to whom God spoke. When they 
responded to God, things happened and God’s to- 
morrow began to take shape in their today. 


The stories start with Abraham and continue 
through the Bible to the story of the writing of the 
book of Revelation. There are 64 pages in color 
given as illustrations by John Lear. They add 
to the effectiveness of this volume. 


HONEYMOON. Adrien Stoutenburg. West- 
minster Press. $2.95. 


Adrien Stoutenburg was born and reared in 
Minnesota and has drawn on her own experiences 
in northern woods and mountains for her books. 
This is the 11th book that she has written for 
young people. This one is especially for young 
adults. In this volume Miss Stoutenburg pays a 
tribute to all the young adults who today are 
so eager for the love and sharing that marriage 
holds. To them is given this dramatic story divert- 
ing even on a honeymoon. To them is commended 
the inspiring truth revealed first to Claude as he 
fights with Lee against a lashing blizzard and 
later fully clarified to mark with promise the 
real beginning of married life. 


BUNYAN’S PILGRIM PROGRESS FOR DEVO- 
TIONAL READING. Simplified by Clara E. Mur- 
ray. Baker Book House. $1.50. 


This volume embodies Bunyan’s Pilgrim Progress 
in an easy reading, abridged form. This little book 
can be conveniently carried in pocket or purse. 
Miss Murray has served for a number of years as 
teacher in the elementary schools of Canada and 
has the ability to make it possible for anyone to 
enjoy this great classic. The 18 chapters in this 
book should lead the reader to secure the un- 
— work of Bunyan’s and read it in its en- 

rety. 


DIARY OF A. J. TOMLINSON. Church of God 
World Headquarters. $2.00. 


This is the story of the founder and the found- | 


ing of the Pentacostal, Holiness, Church of God 
movement. This organization started with a single 
church of 15 in the Smoky Mountains. It now 
embraces 100,000 churches in the United States. 
All of this has taken place since 1903. The author 
lived to see this movement reach 30 million during 
his lifetime. 
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; PATHS TO POWER. John Huss. Zondervan. 
2.50. 


This is a guide to dynamic mid-week prayer 
meetings. The author presents here a program 
built around Christ and the purpose of it is to 
strengthen people in the Christian faith. Through- 
out the author supplies practical hints to help the 
minister carry on a successful Hour of Prayer. 


HOW TO TEACH ADULTS. Henry Jacobsen. 
Scripture Press. $.60. 


The author emphasizes the fact that we should 
never be satisfied to do less than our best in 
the matter of teaching. Our teaching should 
never degenerate into a monotonous rut. We 
must press on toward a goal of life-changing teach- 
ing through better and more effective techniques. 
In this volume he shows how adults can be taugh 
and adult teaching improved. | 


HOW TO HAVE A TREASURE YEAR. Scrip- 
ture Press. $.30. 


This booklet recognizes that salvation is a 
gracious gift from God. It does tell us, however, 
that rewards are based on service—service that 
has true love and loyalty as its foundation. He 
enumerates the treasures that will come to the 
Christian who through unselfish service accom- 
plishes worthwhile things for Christ in spite of 
difficulties and hindrances. | 


NOTES ON SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE. Wil- 
liam W. Orr. Scripture Press. $.30. 


Today there seems to be a general idea that 
science and the Bible are in hopeless conflict. 
The author believes that this conflict is Just an 
apparent one. He maintains that a great God is 
the author of both science and the Scriptures. 
The difficulty he shows must lie in the area of 


man’s understanding. This little book should be | 


of special help to young people in high school and 
college. 


REMEMBER JESUS CHRIST. Charles R. Erd- 
man. Eerdmans Publishing Co. $2.00. 


Dr. Erdman believes that the observance of 
Christian anniversaries are helpful and quite in 
accordance with Scripture and human needs.. By 
these seasons, he says, the memorable events in 
the life of Christ are brought to mind. Otherwise 
they might be neglected. Furthermore the Chris- 
tian Year may result in bringing more closely 
together all the members of the “Body of Christ.” 


_ This volume deals especially with the events 
connected with Passion Week and the Resurrection. 
The author treats each passage reverently and 
simply. The main objective of the book is to 
inspire the reader to remember Jesus Christ, the 
risen, reigning Saviour-King whose abundant life 
we may share. 


WHAT THE SECTS TEACH. Edward J. Tanis. 
Baker Book House. $1.00. 


The four chapters in this book discuss Jehovah's 
Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists, Christian Sci- 
ence, and Spiritism. Dr. Tanis writes in an in- 
teresting style and presents facts in a gripping 
manner. At the end of each chapter there are 
certain questions that can be used for class or 
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group discussion. We recommend this volume to 
all who desire to know more about these four 


sects. 


SONGS FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD. Lawrence 
Curry and Others. Westminster Press. $1.75. 


Here is the pre-school child’s own religious music 
book—146 selections to make learning about God’s 
truth and activity as natural as running and jump- 
ing. Intended for use in the Christian home and 
Sunday School and vacation church school, in week- 


‘day nursery and kindergarten, the book clarifies 


the child’s relationship to God, Jesus, his family, 
the church, his immediate community and other 
peoples of the world. 


CAMPUS CHRISTIAN WITNESS. Charles E. 
Hummel. Inter-Varsity Press. $3.00. 


During the past 30 years in Canada and 20 
years in the United States the Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship has learned many valuable lessons. 
They are presented in this volume. This book will 
be of interest to every Christian who is concerned 
with presenting the Christian faith as a live option 
to a student generation which is facing multiplied 
other live options. 


In the philosophy of Inter-Varsity, a staff worker 
or traveling secretary, is a spiritual coach and 
counselor who aids and encourages students, gives 
them counsel and instruction, but never functions 
in such a way as to wrest from the students their 
personal responsibility and initiative for an indi- 
vidual and corporate witness to Christ in their own 
university. Since undergraduate years are the 
crucial time during which life decisions are made, 
character is crystallized and destiny is often de- 
termined, the Inter-Varsity Fellowship makes an 


earnest endeavor to have each student face up to © 


the demand for world evangelism and his personal 
responsibility to seek God’s will for his vocation, 
that each may be God’s man or God’s woman in 
the place of God’s appointment. 


According to this volume, the campus program 
should revolve largely .around evangelism, Bible 
study and prayer. Many fine suggestions are 
offered as to how these subjects can become ef- 
fective among college students. 


This book can be highly recommended for the 
student who goes to college. It will also make 
an excellent handbook for men and women who 
hold positions of leadership in the church and 
other Christian organizations. 

—J.R.R. 


HOW THE CHURCH CAN HELP WHERE 
DELINQUENCY BEGINS. Guy L. Roberts. John 
Knox Press. $3.00. 


Dr. Roberts feels strongly that in dealing with 
our problem children and their families, the 
church has a vital role, perhaps the key role to 
play in both the prevention and the cure of their 
mental and social ills. The book is addressed to 
ministers and to lay officials of our churches and 
also church school teachers and youth counselors 
that they may move forward more rapidly toward 
the full realization of the potentialities of the 
church and the actualities of prevention and cure. 


This volume is a broad mixture of technical and 
statistical information and general information, at- 
titudes and opinions. 


The author shows that often social workers are 
very critical of the part that the church has been 


SEPTEMBER 3, 1958 


taking in the delinquency prevention movement. 
He says that the church is often the purveyor of 


ethical values but does not always see to it that — 


these values are realized and made to function 
in the community. He quotes Austin L. Porter- 


field, an ardent churchman, who has found the 


church is doing all too little in making the ideals 
of Christ functional to the extent of acting as a 
preventive of delinquency. 


This volume will challenge the church, the pastor 


and the individual layman to reach out more 


earnestly to help the lonely misfits in our society. 
In a volume of this kind there are certain subjects 
that Christians will differ upon, but all Christians 
should be of one mind in believing that the church 
has a tremendous responsibility to prevent delin- 
quency among youth. The author has many sug- 


gestions to offer to this end. : 
—J.R.R. 


WHAT CHRIST THINKS OF THE CHURCH. 
John R. W. Stott. Eerdman’s. $2.00. 


The author believes that there is important in- 
struction for Christians in the second and third 


' chapters of the book of Revelation. In each of 


these seven letters the risen Christ lays emphasis 
either in rebuke or condemnation on one particu- 
lar characteristic of an ideal church. He makes 
plain much of his will for his people, the local 
churches of all ages and of all lands. The author’s 
penetrating and personal discussion leaves the 
reader quite naturally to examine the life of his 
own congregation today in the light of the pure 
ideal given by the Church’s Head. He shows that 
there is much need, therefore, for humility, re- 
pentance and renewal in the modern church. 


THE RIDDLE OF LIFE. J. H. Bavinck. 
Eerdman’s. $2.00. 


Dr. Bavinck has occupied the Chair of Missions 
at the Free University of Amsterdam since 1939. 
Before that he served as missionary in Indonesia 
for 20 years. His missionary writings are familiar 
to us but this is the first volume of sermons that 
we have seen from his pen. 


The author brings us face to face with some 
of the most profound enigmas of life and shows 
man’s inability to solve them. Then he points per- 
suasively to Christ who is both the power and the 
wisdom of God and who can solve the riddle of 
life. He maintains that in Christ the light has 
dawned to banish all darkness from our hearts, 
quieting us in the joy of having found and of 
having been found. Jesus Christ, he declares, 
answers the burning questions of life with author- 


ity. He shows us the deep eternal meaning of 


human life. He brings these messages to a close 
by showing that there are only two alternatives 
lying before each of us—that of being alone or 
that of being in Christ. In the one we are 
shackled by the power of darkness. Being in 
Christ means that a person in the depths of his 
lostness has seized fast on Jesus Christ the great 
Saviour of his life. Jesus Christ, therefore, be- 
comes the satisfying answer to the riddle of life. 
—J.R.R. 


THESE MY PEOPLE. Lillian Dickson. Zon- 
dervan. $2.00. 


This book deals with the mountain people of 
Formosa to whom the author has poured out her 
life in love for over 30 busy years. Her colorful 
and Christ-centered personality shines through 
these pages. 
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